BALCRAIG
FOUNDATION
CHRISTMAS CAMPAIGN 2015
In October we launched our Christmas Campaign on
Just Giving. Our ‘Mashimoni Education Programme’ has
been set up to provide free education and meals for up
to 600 pupils at Mashimoni Primary School in the
Kibera slum in Nairobi, Kenya.
Our ‘oasis of learning, fun and love’ in the heart of
Kibera provides a high standard of education, school
uniform, two nutritious meals a day, and organised
activities during the school holidays. Just £10 supports a Mashimoni pupil for a month.
You can make a donation at:
http://campaign.justgiving.com/charity/balcraig/mashimoni-education-programme
OR you can donate by text:
Text BFGT15 £10 to 70070 to donate £10.
YOU can help these children stay healthy and learn.
YOU can help transform hundreds of lives.
Thank you for your support!

WINTER 2015
Special points of
interest:
☺ Adoption Society
☺ Mashimoni
☺ Suswa
☺ Wedding News
☺ Giving Tuesday
☺ Long-term Support

Christmas Concert
On Wednesday 25th of November, the
staff and children across all our projects
(except Outreach and Butterfly) enjoyed
watching and participating in a ‘Christmas
Concert’.

There were musical performances from
Suswa, Mashimoni, and KCH, and poetry
and drama from JGA.

The show was fabulous
and the audience were
thoroughly entertained!
Many thanks to all
involved for their hard
work!

89th Kenya Music Festival
The 89th ‘Kenya Schools and Colleges
Music Festival’ was hosted in Kisumu in
August. It is the climax of activities which
involved over 2 million participants!
Competition starts at zonal level, moving
through district, county, and regional
levels, until culminating in the national
finals. There are a variety of categories
encompassing song, dance, music, drama,
and the spoken word.
At county level, our girls from Suswa
scored highly in 5 classifications and the
pupils from Mashimoni achieved high
marks in 8, which allowed them to
progress through to regional finals. From
there, two groups from both Suswa and
Mashimoni were picked to perform at the
Festival finals - and they all scored high
marks and did great performances.
Overall, the Mashimoni ‘Singing Game’
entry came 6th out of 12 and their
‘Kamba Dance’ came 6th out of 13.
The Suswa ‘Kiswahili Poem’
was marked as 6th out of 17
and their ‘Luhya Dance’
came 6th out of 18.
Well done to all those who
took part!

Social Media
Join us on Facebook:
KenyaChildrensHomeKCH
and Twitter:
@KenChildrenHome
to keep up to date with
news from Kenya and UK.
Also, visit our website:
kenyachildrenshome.org.uk

Thank You!

In November, we closed
our doors for the last
time. After 6 years of
trading the decision was
made to ‘shut up shop’
and focus on other
aspects of fundraising.
Thanks to all supporters!

Adoption Society News
The
‘Kenya
Children’s
Home
Adoption Society’ was registered in
2005 by the Country’s Adoption
Committee of Kenya, to conduct
both
local
and
international
adoptions. The agency is one of only
4 registered adoption agencies in
the country. Located within KCH, our
Adoption Society caters for children
from both KCH and
from other children’s
homes countrywide.
‘KCH Adoption Society’
takes time and effort
to tailor services to the
unique emotional, physical, spiritual
and financial needs of families,
working together for the child's best
interest.

In November 2014, the Kenyan
Government announced a review of
the adoption laws and is currently
making changes to the adoption
process within the country. As a
result, we are unable to process any
local or international adoptions at
this time. We are also unsure of the
future of our ‘KCH
Adoption Society’ and
the impact that any
new protocols will
have on the day to day
running of KCH.
We will provide an update on our
website once the Government
clarifies the role of adoption
agencies in its new process and the
effects that may ensue.

Celebration
On Saturday the 28th of
November, all of KCH
joined in celebrating the
wedding of one of our
chefs.
Muthini grew up at KCH
and was supported through school
and college. He then came to work
in the kitchens, helping provide the
school meals for JGA, the daily meals
for the houses at KCH, and also the
catering for Westminster Weddings.
Muthini is like a
big brother to all
the children at
KCH, and they all
wish him and his
new wife, Winnie,
well.

News from KCH Campus
“July began with a sporty feel. First
of all the JGA Kindergarten enjoyed
their Sports Day on 3rd, with the Red
House ultimately winning. Then on
the 10th, the Junior
School engaged in a
far more intense
competition, and this
time Yellow House
emerged victorious.”
“In August, KCH welcomed a team of
volunteers from Strathallan School
for two weeks. The group helped run
the Mashimoni Holiday Club, visited
Suswa, hosted a barbecue dinner for
everyone at KCH, and
they also handed over
the newly refurbished
play area, located by
our Baby Unit, that
they had raised the
funds for. Everyone enjoyed their
visit”
“’Talent Day’ was on August 28th to
give the children a platform to
showcase talents both individually,
in groups, and as a house.
The fun event also enabled the
building of self-confidence and was
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entertaining for
the audience. All
the winners were
awarded great
prizes and everyone was encouraged
to discover, nurture, and embrace
their unique talents.”
“Not to be outdone, the staff took
part in their own ‘Talent Show’ in
October. They shared songs, dances,
comedy, and poems. Everyone was
‘left in stitches’!”
“In September,
the KCH choir
started working
on producing
an album of
their favourite songs. They also
recorded a video. They have great
hopes of it being a fundraising tool
for 2016. ”
“A ‘Zumba Challenge’ fundraiser was
organised by
team at KCH in
October. It was
a great day
that
raised
awareness about KCH as well as
financial donations.”

“This autumn there
were five volunteers
working at the home.
They were kept busy
supporting all of the
projects and programmes, helping
organise the Christmas parties and
gift-giving, and entertaining the KCH
children once the school holidays
had begun.”
“After the intensity of revision and
exams, the children are enjoying their
holidays. Some of them have gone to
stay with relatives whilst the others
remain at KCH. Results are out at the
end of the year!”

Thank You!
“Thank you to all our visitors,
donors, sponsors and supporters
for making so many positive
impacts on our youngsters’ lives”.
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MASHIMONI PRIMARY SCHOOL

FOOTBALL CRAZY !!

Mashimoni School has enjoyed
another good year, topped off by a
fabulous Christmas party.
68 Standard Eight pupils were
entered into the KCPE exams, and
they are now awaiting their results.
Term ended with a two-week ‘camp’,
organised by the volunteers and a
team from ‘Young Life Kenya’. An
action-packed programme kept the
pupils entertained.
For the Christmas party, a team from
the UK organised a day of arts &
crafts, team games, music &
dancing, and prizes & gifts that all
the staff and volunteers helped to
deliver…

Brian Cooper, a Perth-born football
fanatic, has been collecting football
strips and boots for KCH since
March. He started off by scouring
local charity shops and speaking to
friends involved in Perthshire youth,
amateur, and junior football teams…
Then St Johnstone FC (the Perth
Scottish Premiership team) got
involved! They enabled Brian to put
out an appeal for strips to be
handed in to the club, the Saints
Youth Academy donated four full
sets of kit, and the club donated
t-shirts that celebrated the club’s
Scottish Cup win in 2014! Brian has
collected literally hundreds of items
so far and we have delivered some
of them to Kenya already.

and the KCH kitchen organised a
special lunch, which was served by
all the team - including Mr. Muzaya,
the headmaster!

At the end of the party, every child
was given a gift
bag containing a
baseball cap, some
pencils, popcorn,
and a toy. They
also took home a
bag of porridge
flour and a Kelvin
Loaf - given to them by Santa!
Now, the school is closed for a
couple of weeks over Christmas and
re-open at the beginning of January
for the commencement of the new
academic year.

Suswa Maasai Girls
In July, 15 new girls were admitted
to Suswa. Seven of them enrolled
into the nursery class and the other
eight were slotted in to classes 1 to
7, depending upon age and ability.
In August, all of the girls received a
brand new outfit and were delighted
to model for a photograph!

Eleven of our girls sat their KCPE
exams in November. In preparation,
there was a special Prayer and
Thanksgiving Day
at the end of
October. Our girls
are now eagerly
waiting for their
results, which will determine their
options for going on to secondary
school… Also, six of our older girls
sat their KCSE exams in Oct / Nov.
At the end of November, all of the
girls - and staff - enjoyed a fun-filled
party at KCH, organised by the team
from the UK. There were gifts for all.
In return, the girls treated their
guests with singing and dancing.

Our ‘Pioneer’

What a great accolade!

Our Suswa ‘Pioneer Girl’, Margaret,
successfully completed her course at
Nairobi Aeronautical College with
‘flying colours’!
She has now enrolled at College
here in the UK, to continue her
studies in aeronautical engineering.
Margaret is a great example to the
other girls at Suswa about what can
be achieved with ambition and hard
work, and her family and community
are completely supportive of her
career choice and further studies.
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In October, the girls received a
special trophy after achieving the
top regional marks in the Term 2
exams.

THANK YOU!

Fundraising & Donating in the UK
Anyone can raise money for Balcraig
Foundation through JustGiving.com.

We are listed on the website
www.easyfundraising.org.uk.

Just follow the easy instructions to
set up a page for an event or
challenge, and then nominate us
(Balcraig Foundation) as your chosen
charity.
We have also registered so that
people can make a donation just by
texting.
Our unique text numbers are:
KCHF15 £1
KCHF15 £5
KCHF15 £10
to 70070.
Please text and donate today!

You’ll find us under ‘T’ for ‘The
Balcraig Foundation’. It’s easy to sign
up and once you have nominated us
as your default charity, money is
donated to Balcraig Foundation
every time you shop through the
‘Easy Fundraising’ site, at no cost to
you. Why not give it a try?!
And Easy Fundraising is not just for
Christmas! You can shop online
throughout the year - for holidays,
school uniforms, birthday gifts, and
event tickets. This is a simple but
effective way to support us.

Once again, we
would like to thank
our supporters for
their
donations,
and post our ‘Wish
List’ for 2016…
“Asante sana!” to
everyone who donated, but special
thanks to ‘Smalls for All’, for giving
underwear for every child; ‘Aitken &
Niven’, for kids clothing; and Perth
Soroptimists, for their handmade
pillowcase dresses.
For 2016, we require:
Terry Nappies & Plastic Pants
Baby Cardigans (up to 12 months)
Toddler Cardigans (up to 3 years)
New Children’s Clothing & Footwear
If you can help… give us a call!

On December 1st, we participated in ‘Giving Tuesday’, the second annual UK ‘National Day of
Giving’. The simple idea behind #GivingTuesday is to encourage people, charities, and businesses
to help out a good cause, in response to the craziness that is ‘Black Friday’ and ‘Cyber Monday’.
Whether it’s making a donation, volunteering time, or just spreading the word, #GivingTuesday is a
call to action for everyone and anyone who wants to give something back.
We ‘tweeted’ and updated our Facebook status throughout the day, promoting our Christmas Campaign and raising
awareness about the different aspects of our work.
Our hope is that by giving information and inspiration we will have encouraged others to give a boost to our profile
on Social Media, give a voice to the work that we are doing in Kenya, or give a donation for one of our projects...

Support Us All Year Round!
As well as making ‘one-off’
donations, you can financially
support the work of Balcraig and
KCH on a monthly (or annual)
basis.
We have a range of Standing
Order schemes that facilitate
financial
support for the five
main projects:
PROJECT

£/month

£/year

KCH

35

420

Butterfly

35

420

Outreach

20

240

Suswa

10

120

Mashimoni

10

120

KCH Child Sponsorship helps
fund the provision of a stable
home life for an orphaned,
abandoned or destitute child.
Butterfly Sponsorship is for those
ch ildren wh o h ave b een
re-integrated back into their
home communities.
Outreach Sponsorship funds
educating a child living in their
home community, whilst also
providing additional support to
the child’s family.
Suswa Sponsorship supports
accommodation & education for
Maasai girls in the Rift Valley.
Mashimoni Sponsorship funds
quality Primary School education
in the Kibera slum environment.

Robertson House, 1 Whitefriars Crescent, Perth PH2 0PA

All of our sponsors receive
biannual letters/pictures and
school reports from their
child(ren) in Kenya and copies of
our UK newsletters.

We also have several Just Giving
pages that you can donate through:
www.justgiving.com/kch
www.justgiving.com/suswa
www.justgiving.com/mashimoni
www.justgiving.com/kelvinloaf
www.justgiving.com/feedababy
Asante sana! Thank you very much!

01738 633264

info@balcraig.com

